
Working With Aged 
Domains: The RIGHT Way



Hello!
I am Adam Smith


Co-Founder at Niche Website Builders 
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What We Will Cover
▫ What is an aged domain?


▫ Why they work?


▫ Where to find them?


▫ How to vet them?


▫ The perfect example


▫ NWB case study


▫ Blackhat case study
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What Is An Aged 
Domain?

▫ Was an existing website, typically a 
‘real-life’ business or organization. 

▫ The website attracted lots of 
backlinks. 

▫ For some reason, the owners let 
the domain expire.



Why They Work?
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AGE

TRUST

AUTHORITY



Pros And Cons Of Using 
An Aged Domain?
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PROs


Skips the ‘Google 
Sandbox’ effect to 
allow a site to gain 
rank quickly.


Makes use of a pre-
existing backlink 
profile.


A ready to go 
domain with age and 
authority.


A quicker and 
cheaper route to 
acquiring backlinks.

CONs


The domain name is 
what it is, the brand 
name is out of your 

control.


More expensive than 
starting with a fresh 

domain (but often 
great value when you 
consider the backlink 

profile you gain!).


Possibility of 
damaging ‘red 

flags’ (Unless proper 
due diligence is 

carried out).

P C



Where To Find Them?
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Niche Website 
Builders

ODYS Global Auction / 
Dropcatch

Private Sale



How To Vet Them?
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TRADEMARKS

Purchasing a domain only to 
find out that it is subject to a 
trademark can mean a domain 
is rendered useless.

ANCHOR TEXT

Keep an eye out for any 
anchors which might suggest 
troublesome behavior.

BACKLINKS

Links from sites like the New 
York Times or the BBC will be 
great assets for our domain 
and will usually come with 
page-level topical relevance 
which we’d take all day long.

HISTORIC TRAFFIC

Whilst a site showing strong 
historical traffic is a ‘green flag’, 
a lack of traffic does not 
necessarily mean the domain 
is no good.

TOPICAL RELEVANCY

Using a human to review the 
backlink profile for this is best 
but SEMRush also has a 
helpful tool that categorizes the 
backlink profile as shown 
below.

TF AND OTHER METRICS

Ideally, we’ll want a domain to 
have a TF of 10+ but if a 
domain is lower than this then 
we won’t completely ignore it 
but we will just make sure we 
dig deeper.



9 Steps For Conducting Due Diligence On Aged 
Domains
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https://www.nichewebsite.builders/seo-underground/



10

The Perfect Example

vitamindcouncil.org



No Live Trademark
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Clean Branded Anchor Text
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Strong Backlink Profile
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Lots of Historic Traffic
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Third Party Metrics
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Niche Website Builders Case 
Study

Initial Strong Aged Domain


6 Additional Aged Domain Redirects


Over 600 posts and 1.3million words of content
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We used our propriety keyword research method for this site (the same methods we use 
for all client sites).


For the Tomb Raiding method, we are essentially looking for websites:


▫ In the same space


▫ That have a weaker domain than our client


▫ Are doing a standout job of generating organic traffic


Here is an example of a competing site’s metrics in Ahrefs compared with our client’s site.
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The Tomb Raiding Method
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The Competition



One of the most important aspects to consider when building a site is structure.


This can be broken down into:


▫ Homepage layout


▫ Category page structure


▫ Menu structure 


We want to ensure that our click depth is low (ideally 2/3 max). This means no post is more 
than 2 or 3 clicks from the homepage. We achieve this by linking to the category pages on 
the homepage (great for passing expired domain juice through), and by using custom 
category pages with no pagination. 
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Site Structure



In late December (a few weeks after launch) and January, we sourced and acquired 2 additional expired 
domains that were highly relevant to 2 of the main categories. You can see the number of referring domains 
shoot up quickly as the Ahrefs crawler discovers them.
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Redirecting Other Aged Domains
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The Redirected Domains
Redirect 
Month Domain UR DR Ref. Domains

December 2020 Domain 1 24 39 319

January 2021 Domain 2 34 48 913

February 2021 Domain 3 26 48 591

March 2021 Domain 4 20 25 136

April 2021

May 2021 Domain 5 33 39 446

June 2021 Domain 6 33 31 381



Rather than redirect them to the homepage, we created a 4,000-word skyscraper piece of content that covers the 
category subject broadly. Throughout this content, we added tons of internal links to posts within the target 
category. To help with legitimacy, the client also issued a press release announcing they had acquired the domains.
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The Redirect Process

Home Page

Category Page Category Page Category Page Skyscraper

Aged Domain

Blog Posts Blog Posts Blog Posts
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The Timeline

AUG’21JUL’21JUN’21MAY’21APR’21MAR’21FEB’21JAN’21DEC’20

Launched with 150k 
words

Second aged domain 
redirect and 150k words 

Forth aged domain and 
200k words 200k words added 200k words added

First aged domain 
redirect

Third aged domain 
redirected

Fifth aged domain 
redirected and 200k

Sixth aged domain 
redirected and 200k 
words

Month New 
Content

December 
2020 150,000

January 2021

February 2021 150,000

March 2021 200,000

April 2021

May 2021 200,000

June 2021 200,000

July 2021 200,000

August 2021 200,000



Google Analytics show what we were able to achieve in a short period of time:
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The Results

Launched: December 2020

September Traffic: 848k PVs


September Revenue: $15,000+
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Current ROI
SPEND

Primary Domain - $17,500


6 x Additional Domains - $18,000


Content - $90,000


TOTAL = $125,500


VALUATION

September Revenue - $15,000


Value @ 30x - $450,000


Value @ 35x - $525,000

POTENTIAL PROFIT

$324,500 - $399,500

318%



Blackhat Example To Follow
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ussartf.org



The Old Site
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Covered Topics Such As:


Predicting Weather

Compass Markings

Cold Water Survival

US Search and Rescue

Cert Training Near Me



One Site, Two Sides
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The US Side



One Site, Two Sides
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The US Side



One Site, Two Sides
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The US Side



One Site, Two Sides
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The German Side



One Site, Two Sides
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The German Side



One Site, Two Sides
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The German Side
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Thanks!
Any questions?


You can contact me: team@nichewebsite.builders


https://www.nichewebsite.builders/seo-underground/


